

United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE AND FEE(S) DUE 



7590 



09/29/2005 



Knbbbe Martens Olson & Bear LLP 
620 Newport Center Drive 
Sixteenth Floor 
Newport Beach, CA 92660 



EXAMINER 
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PAPER NUMBER 
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APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


09/84S.972 05/04/2001 Thomas J. Lcchtefeld 
TITLE OF INVENTION: SIMULATED WAVE WATER SCULPTURE 


LOCHT.060RA 


8965 


APPLN. TYPE 


SMALL ENTITY 


ISSUE FEE 


PUBLICATION FEE 


TOTAL FEE(S) DUE 


DATE DUE 


nonprovisional 


NO 


$1400 


$0 


$1400 


12/29/2005 



THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT. 
PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS CLOSED . THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. 
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON 
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308. 

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE 
MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS 
STATUTORY PERIOD CANNOT BE EXTENDED . SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE 
REFLECTS A CREDIT FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE APPLIED IN THIS APPLICATION. THE PTOL-85B (OR 
AN EQUIVALENT) MUST BE RETURNED WITHIN THIS PERIOD EVEN IF NO FEE IS DUE OR THE APPLICATION WILL 
BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. 

HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE: "~ ~ " 



I. Review the SMALL ENTITY status shown above. 

If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as YES, verify your current 
SMALL ENTITY status: 

A. If the status is the same, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown 
above. 

B. If the status above is to be removed, check box 5b on Part B - 
Fee(s) Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) 
and twice the amount of the ISSUE FEE shown above, or 



°h It'*-.. 



If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as NO:' 



A. Pay TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above, or ^ 



B. If applicant claimed SMALL ENTITY status before, or is now 
claiming SMALL ENTITY status, check box 5a on Part B - Fee(s) 
Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) and 1/2 
the ISSUE FEE shown above. 



II. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL should be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) with 
your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Even if the fee(s) have already been paid, Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be 
completed and returned. If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b" of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be 
completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. 

III. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to 
Mail Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary. 

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980 may require payment of 
maintenance fees. It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due. 

Page I of 3 



PTOL-85 (Rev. 07/05) Approved for use through 04/30/2007. 



PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL 
Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), to: Mail 



or Fax 



Mail Stop ISSUE FEE 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
(571) 273-2885 



INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required}. Blocks 1 through 5 should be completed where 
appropriate. All further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as 
indicated unless corrected below or directed otherwise in Block 1 , by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for 
maintenance fee notifications. 



CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change of address) 
7590 09/29/2005 

Knobbe Martens Olson & Bear LLP 
620 Newport Center Drive 
Sixteenth Floor 
Newport Beach, CA 92660 



Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the 
Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying 
papers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must 
nave its own certificate of mailing or transmission. 

Certificate of Mailing or Transmission 

I hereby certify that this Feefs) Transmittal is being deposited with the United 
States Postal Service with sufficient postage for first class mail in an envelope 
addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being facsimile 
transmitted to the USPTQ (571) 273-2885, on the date indicated below. 



(Depositor's name) 



(Signature) 



(Date) 
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CONFIRMATION NO. 
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LOCHT.060RA 


8965 



TITLE OF INVENTION: SIMULATED WAVE WATER SCULPTURE 



APPLN. TYPE 


SMALL ENTITY 


ISSUE FEE 


PUBLICATION FEE 


TOTAL FEE(S) DUE 


DATE DUE 


nonpro visional 


NO 


$1400 


$0 


$1400 


12/29/2005 


EXAMINER 


ART UNIT 


CLASS-SUBCLASS 






LACMAN, FREDERICK LYNDON 


3673 


405-079000 







1 . Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37 
CFR 1.J63). 

Q Chanue of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence 
Address Form PTO/SB/122) attached. 

Q "Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form 
PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer 
Number is required. 



2. For printing on the patent front page, list 

(1) the names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys 
or agents OR, alternatively, 

(2) the name of a single firm (having as a member a 
registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to 
2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is 
listed, no name will be printed. 



3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type) 

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document has been filed for 
recordation as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11. Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment. 



(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE 



(B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY) 



Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : Q Individual L3 Corporation or other private group entity Q Government 
4a. The following fee(s) are enclosed: 4b. Payment of Fee(s): 

Q Issue Fee Q A check in the amount of the fee(s) is enclosed. 

Q Publication Fee (No small entity discount permitted) Q Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached. 

Q Advance Order - # of Copies Q The Director is hereby authorized by charge the required fee(s), or credit any overpayment, to 

Deposit Account Number (enclose an extra copy of this form). 

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above) 

□ a. Applicant claims SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1 .27. □ b. Applicant is no longer claiming SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1 .27(g)(2). 

The Director of the USPTO is requested to apply the Issue Fee and Publication Fee (if any) or to re-apply any previously paid issue fee to the application identified above. 
NOTE: The Issue Fee and Publication Fee (if required) will not be accepted from anyone other than tne applicant; a registered attorney or agent; or the assignee or other party in 
interest as shown by the records of the United States Patent and Trademark Office. 



Authorized Signature Date 

Typed or printed name Registration No. 



This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.31 1 . The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) 
an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and 
submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete 
this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department ofCommerce, P.O. 
Box 1450, Alexanoria, Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. 
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Determination of Patent Term Extension or Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b) 

A reissue patent is for "the unexpired part of the term of the original patent" See 35 U.S.C. 251. Accordingly, the 
above-identified reissue application is not eligible for Patent Term Extension or Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154(b). 

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of 
Patent Legal Administration at (571) 272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be 
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at (703) 305-8283. 
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Notice of Allowability 


Application No. 

09/848,972 


Applicant(s) 

LOCHTEFELD, THOMAS J. 


Examiner 

Frederick L Lagman 


Art Unit 

3673 





« The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address-- 

All daims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1313 and MPEP 1308. 



1 . |3 This communication is responsive to amendment filed 4/21/04 . 

2. |3 The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-8. 10-18.20-39,42-49 and 51-85 . 

3. ^ The drawings filed on 5/4/01 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

5. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 

(a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

6. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements noted 
below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

7. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 
INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

8. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No. . 

(b) □ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed , which has been approved by the Examiner. 

(c) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of Paper No. . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. 

9. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 



Attachment(s) 

1S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 
3D Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 
5D Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449), Paper No. 
7Q Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 
of Biological Material 



2Q Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

4^ Interview Summary (PTO-413), Paper No. . 

6^ Examiner's Amendment/Comment 
8D Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 
9D Other 




Frederick L. Lagman 
Examiner 
Art Unit: 3673 



U.S. Patent and Trademart Office 

PTOL-37 (Rev. 04-03 



Notice of Allowability 



Part of Paper No. 15 



Application/Control Number: 09/848,972 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3673 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Glenn Nuttall on 9/22/05. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

claim 36 has been rewritten as 
--36. The water sculpture of claim 33, wherein the velocity of said flow is sufficient to 
cause said flow to ascend upward onto said flow surface and said upward rising section 
thereof, wherein by the force of gravity said flow is caused to return substantially upon 
itself in a downward arc to form a curling or spilling wave.-- 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Frederick L. Lagman whose telephone number is 571- 

272- 7043. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:00am to 
5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather Schackelford can be reached on 571-272-7049. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 



Application/Control Number: 09/848,972 
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Art Unit: 3673 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Frederick L. Lagman 

Examiner 

Art Unit 3673 



FLL 



Examiner-Initiated Interview Summary 


Application No. 

09/848,972 


ADDlicantfst 

LOCHTEFELD, THOMAS J. 


Examiner 

Frederick L Lagman 


Art Unit 

3673 





All Participants: Status of Application: 



(1 ) Frederick L Lagman . (3) . 

(2) Glen Nuttall . (4) . 

Date of Interview: 22 September 2005 Time: 

Type of Interview: 

M Telephonic 

□ Video Conference 

□ Personal (Copy given to: □ Applicant □ Applicant's representative) 

Exhibit Shown or Demonstrated: □ Yes □ No 
If Yes, provide a brief description: 

Part I. 

Rejection(s) discussed: 

none 

Claims discussed: 

36 

Prior art documents discussed: 

none 

Part II. 

SUBSTANCE OF INTERVIEW DESCRIBING THE GENERAL NATURE OF WHAT WAS DISCUSSED: 

Claim 36 was amended because the material should not have been underlined and bracketed since the resulting reissue would 
have been based upon the original patent which in fact has been changed by the Certificate of Correction. 

Part III. 

IE It is not necessary for applicant to provide a separate record of the substance of the interview, since the interview 
directly resulted in the allowance of the application. The examiner will provide a written summary of the substance 
of the interview in the Notice of Allowability. 

□ It is not necessary for applicant to provide a separate record of the substance of the interview, since the interview 
did not result in resolution of all issues. A brief summary by the examiner appears in Part II above. 




(Examiner/SPE Signature) (Applicant/Applicant's Representative Signature - if appropriate) 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-413B (04-03) Examiner Initiated Interview Summary Paper No. 15 
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Application/Control No. 
09/848,972 


Applicant(s)/Patent Under 
Reexamination 
LOCHTEFELD, THOMAS J. 


Examiner 

Frederick L Lagman 


Art Unit 
3673 
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U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



* 




Document Number 
Country Code-Number-Kind Code 


Date 
MM-YYYY 


Name 


Classification 




A 






Sauerbier et al. 


405/79 




B 


1 IC 










C 


1 IC 










D 


Uo- 










E 


1 IO 

Uo- 










F 


1 IO 

Uo- 










G 


1 IO 

Uo- 










H 


us- 










I 


us- 










J 


us- 










K 


us- 










L 


us- 










M 


us- 








FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


* 




Document Number 
Country Code-Number-Kind Code 


Date 
MM-YYYY 


Country 


Name 


Classification 




N 


0298853 


01-1989 


European Patent 








O 


9006790 


06-1990 


WIPO 




405/79 




P 














Q 














R 














S 














T 












NON-PATENT DOCUMENTS 






Include as applicable: Author, Title Date, Publisher, Edition or Volume, Pertinent Pages) 




U 






V 






w 






X 





*A copy of this reference is not being furnished with this Office action. (See MPEP § 707.05(a).) 
Dates in MM-YYYY format are publication dates. Classifications may be US or foreign. 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 



PTO-892 (Rev. 01 -2001 ) Notice of References Cited Part of Paper No. 1 



The United States Patent and Trademark Office 
has changed certain mailing addresses! 

Effective May 1, 2003 
organizations reporting to the Commissioner for Patents. 

SSK^inSSSiT" ,0 or9aniM,ions reportin9 10 ,he 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Special Mail Stop designations to replace Special Box designations 

^2Sd ^SSl22Sv the USPT ° '5 Changjng the special Box designations for 

5S aoj "V corrwpond.no Mail Stop designations (e.g* "Box 4" will now be 

c n L° o ati0 !?• 566 Cormapoviete/ico tv/tt Ma United States Patent and Trademark 
on tne UbPTO s web site at h ttp://www.uspto.oov/w e b/mpnM/current html#rAq i«:tpr 

on' t S h t l n . 9 .c 0 ^? CifiC u USPT0 maillng addre «es (See Patents - specific) will be available 
on the USPTO's web site on April 15, 2003 at http://www u.ntn Z^JZ!!!^^™* 

Persons filing correspondence with the Office should check the rules of nrartirp n • r*r,ri*i 
SUta. or the Office's .nternet Web site (^y^tS 

SSnTuSS SSSS" COrreSP ° ndenCe b6in9 





Attachment for PT0448 (Rev. 03/01, or etrtlcr) 

©vttrin 

The below text replied the preprinted text under the heading, 
"laforoutloa on How to Effect Drawii^ Changes," on the; back 
of the PTO-WS (Rev. 03/C1. or ctrller) form. 

INFORMATION ON HOW TO EFFECT DRAWING CHANCES 



1. CmoiM «f iMffwuJMn ~ 37 CFR MS / 

New eorreeeid dressings arm be AM with the change* incorporated therein 
filift mi Iiii iK if provided, thouad mftyrto the tide of the ievtrJon. 

farvceeor's MmairtawiirMioaejiedtir nrlnrtn mirr L ■ ■ f*-rt If e* 
imBimIm ■wawi>— — ^a^i «n ifcj M«gf iiinn Ifthkiadbtsssition is 

provided it met be pieced o* the ftow of tech iheet and cemered wirtdo^topi 
mart* ifnewnied fcmmn eit reo>red m • S«*o of Alto»thifcy lTOt» 
J1)t chi ae» etartn MWT ha filed wtftm the TeTKEC MONTH ehprtmd 
mmmao pe Hud oei^i^mcbeNotfcoof Afio w db thy C ii i iam W c/jime 
om yMOT»tejam^a »dcfehei^^ 

eheooneceeelo^ewhjfieAer eheeviliofofeHoeiMorAllowehjbjy. 'The v<~- 
drae»tmjisdwuld bo filed es imptm»p^^*tru&*Wkn*wMrtitulxo 
the Official DnHyimii 

2. Corrections other than lafortulHIet Noted by Draftspenen on form PTO- 

m 

All changes to the drawings, other than informalities noted r»v (he Oransper son. 
MUST be made in the same manner as above except that normally, a highlighted 
(preferably red ink) sketch of the changes to be incorporated mto the nev. 
drawings MUST be approved by the examiner before the jppitcairon wilt be 
allowed No changes be permitted to be made, oih<r -run correction of 
informalities, unless the examiner has approved (he propose „ :nan«s 

Timing of Correction! 

Applicant ts required to submit the dra*iru cor-cnons uurun the 
time period set in th* c ached Office communication Sec 3" CFR 
1 85(ai 

Failure to take corrective action uuhtn the ><rt uc: J will result in 
ABANDONMENT .'I i he jpplic.u:.*«i 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



NOTICE OF OFFICE PLAN TO CEASE SUPPLYING COPIES OF CITED U S PATENT 
REFERENCES WITH OFFICE ACTIONS, AND PILOT TO EVALUATE THE 
ALTERNATIVE OF PROVIDING ELECTRONIC ACCESS TO SUCH U.S PATENT 

REFERENCES 



Summary 



The United States Patent and Trademark Office (Office or USPTO) plans in the near future to- 

(1) cease mailing .copies of U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications (US patent 
references) with Office actions except for citations made during the international stage of an 
international application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty and those made during 
reexamination proceedings; and (2) provide electronic access to, with convenient downloading 
capability of the US patent references cited in an Office action via the Office's private Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system which has a new feature called "E-Patent 
~i . ^r? ea t n £ t0 P /°. Vide COpi6S 0f U S " P atent Terences with Office actions, the 

nrSt ,1 n« blhty ° fthe E - PatCnt Ref6renCe fCatUre b * COnducti *g a tw °-™>"th pilot 

p oject starting w,th Office actions mailed after December 1, 2003. The Office shall evaluate the 

? P 7SS d Pl l *i ?* rCSU,tS m a " 0tice which wiU be P° sted on Office's web site 
(www.USPTO.gov ) and in the Patent Official Gazette (O.G.). In order to use the new E-Patent 
Reference feature during the pilot period, or when the Office ceases to send copies of U.S. patent 
references with Office actions, the applicant must: (1) obtain a digital certificate from the Office; 

(2) obtain a customer number from the Office, and (3) properly associate applications with the 
customer number. The pilot project does not involve or affect the current Office practice of 
supplying paper copies of foreign patent documents and non-patent literature with Office actions 
Paper copies of references will continue to be provided by the USPTO for searches and written ' 
opinions prepared by the USPTO for international applications during the international stage and 
tor reexamination proceedings. 

Description of Pilot Project to Provide Electronic Access to Cited U.S Patent 
References 

On December 1 2003, the Office will make available a new feature, E-Patent Reference, in the 
Uriice s private PAIR system, to allow more convenient downloading of U.S. patents and U S 
patent application publications. The new feature will allow an authorized user of private PAIR 
to download some or all of the U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications cited by an 
examiner on form PTO-892 in Office actions, as well as U.S. patents and U.S. patent application 
publications submitted by applicants on form PTO/SB08 (1449) as part of an IDS. The retrieval 
of some or all of the documents may be performed in one downloading step with the documents 
encoded as Adobe Portable Document format (.pdf) files, which is an improvement over the 
current page-by-pagc retrieval capability from other USPTO systems. 



Thereafte^^ "™ Reference Feature Durin 9 the Pilot Project and 



Access to Pnvate PAR is required to utilize E-Patent Reference. If you don't already have 
access to private PAIR, the Office urges practitioners, and applicants not represented by a 

J^? 86 ° f 016 transiti0n period t0 obtain a M-™* USPTO Public Key 
tafiBstructure (PKI) digital certificate, obtain a USPTO customer number, associate al of their 

Cat z^ l T on - ^ with cust ° mer number « insta, » 

makfalonnl 3 } r ^ U1 "* " access P™te PAIR and E-Patent Reference feature, and 
mate appropriate arrangements for Internet access. The full instructions for obtaining a PKI 
digua certificate are amiable at the Office's Electronic Business Center (EBC) S!^. 

Notc that 3 notarized si8nature ^ b ™° 

SR m ^Trf/ dOWnl0ad 311(1 COmp,ete the Customer Number Muest form, PTO- 

trfn^H fy^T rWwrhrthnn^MPS pdf. The completed form can then be 

IXTs on t^e JSTE t0 ^ EleCtr ° niC BUSb,eSS CentCT at (703 > 308 - 2840 ' or to the 

■™nSI m the form. If you are a registered attorney or patent agent, then your registration 
number must be associated with your customer number. This is accomplished by adding your 
egistration number to the Customer Number Request form. A description of JsodaZ T 
customer number with an application is described at the EBC web page af 
http://www.uspto.gov/ehr/ reeistration p air html 

The E-Patent Reference feature will be accessed using a new button on the private PAIR screen 
Ordmanly all of the cited U.S. patent and U.S. patent application publication references wU be ' 
available over the Internet using the Office's new E-Patent Reference feature. The size of he 
beSZIed b ? d ^ l0 t aded 1 wi » be d Mayed by E-Patent Reference so the dov^tacV. 
be estimated. Applicants and registered practitioners can select to download all of the references 
or any combination of ated references. Selected references will be downloaded as Se e 

I NpTh f 0 ? 6 P ° rtable D ° CUment Fonnat ( * df > files - For a to** P"iod o2 t 

USPTO will include a copy of this notice with Office actions to encourage applicants to use this 
new feature and if needed, to take the steps outlined above in order to be abkfto rife >Z ^ew 
feature during the pilot and thereafter. 

During the two-month pilot, the Office will evaluate the stability and capacity of the E-Patent 
Reference feature to reliably provide electronic access to cited U.S. patent and U.S. patent 
app cation publication references. While copies of U.S. patent and U.S. patent application 

fhe S / enC r C,tCd by eXaminerS Wi " COatinue t0 be maiIed with Office actions during 
Oie pilo project, applicants are encouraged to use the private PAIR and the E-Patent Reference 

fuSr T mCa,ly T ^ d0Wnl ° ad dted U - S - P atent ^ U -S- P^nt appl cation 
pubhcation references so Uhe Office will be able to objectively evaluate it, performance The 

E Patent ST f U °T ^ * ** ° fflCe ° n the ""^ty ^performance of tne 

E-Pa ent Reference feature dunng the pilot. Further, during the pilot period registered 

° : apphcan ; snot represented by a practitioner, are encouraged to experiment with 

ule t P ' f?u aea 7r n USing thC featUre ' estab,ish new '"temal processes for 

us ng the new access to the cited U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications to prepare 
for the anticipated cessation of the current Office practice of supplying copies of such citS^ 



2 



S^^^SX 0 "*"" 10 provide ,ccras 10 *• E - Pa,eM ReferaKe fca,ure 

Comments 

Comments concerning the E-Patent Reference feature should be in writing and directed to the 

IXZi^oiZuTlSoT *" USPT ° by e,eCtr0niC maiI 3t or 
SmSSTto ™ .k ? Conu "^ will be posted and made available for publ c 
inspection. To ensure that comments are considered in the evaluation of the pilot project 
comments should be submitted in writing by January 15, 2004. J ' 

Comments with respect to specific applications should be sent to the Technology Centers' 
customer serv.ce centers. Comments concerning digital certificates, custom fJZTznd 

S^^rf? T aPPUCati0nS Sh ° Uld bC SCnt t0 BtecSSS^er 
(EBC) at the USPTO by facsimile at (703) 308-2840 or by e-mail at EBC@uspto.gov. 

Implementation after Pilot 

After the pilot, its evaluation, and publication of a subsequent notice as indicated above the 

Sr ? f prov,s,onal apphcations on or after February 2, 2004- althoueh conies 
of cited foreign patent documents, as well as non-patent literature, wUl sti 1 be maUed tolne 
apphcant until such time as substantially all applications have been scarfed into ffW 

For Further Information Contact 

Jt^/f 1 i " fonn ? i0n °? the ° peration of the s y stem ^ be found on the USPTO website 
a^://www.us P to.^v/web/patent S /ifw/index.html. Comments concerning ^StoT^ 

(703) 308-2840 or by e-ma^ at EBC@us P to.go^ ^ ""^ by at 

Date.^Ji0 llsMJ^J^ 

Nicholas P. Godici 
Commissioner for Patents 



